
Name: ________________________________________________________ 
 

Excerpt from “Misguided virus fears said to be hitting Asian American businesses” 
 

Many Asian American businesses are struggling right now. They are seeing a big decline in customers. Some business 
owners have seen their customer traffic cut by more than half.  
 
The reason for their loss: customers are concerned about the outbreak of COVID-19, a flu-like virus spreading from China. 
It is also called coronavirus. There are only 57 diagnosed cases in the United States. The virus has sickened tens of 
thousands of people, mostly in China.  
 
No Reason To Avoid Asian American Businesses 
City and health officials are trying to help the businesses. They're distributing information and making personal visits to 
shops. They are emphasizing to the public that there is no reason to avoid Asian American businesses. 
 

1. According to the passage, what is one thing city and health officials are doing to help Asian businesses? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What detail from the text proves your answer to #1? _________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. According to the passage, how many people in China have become sick by the virus? ______________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What detail from the text proves your answer to question #3? ______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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