
Name: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Excerpt from “Markets shudder again on virus fears, extending recent rout” 
 

The coronavirus has now infected more than 82,000 people around the world. The quick spread is worrying governments 
around the world. It is also negatively affecting the stock market. 
 
The stock market is where you can buy, sell and trade stocks. It's also called a stock exchange. Stocks allow you to own a 
share of a public company. The stock price is based on how much the company earns. If the company does well, the stock 
price goes up. Stocks also rise when the economy does well. 
 
An investor is someone that puts their money in stocks. Investors were getting rid of their stocks again on Thursday, 
February 27. They are worried about the economy. They think the spread of the virus will hurt the global economy. Big-
name companies are warning they will be affected. More countries are taking extreme steps to contain the virus. 
 

1. According to the passage, a stock price will go up if what happens? _________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What detail from the text proves your answer to #1? _________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why were people getting rid of their stocks last Thursday? _________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What detail from the text proves your answer to question #3? ______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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